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‘Hang on,’ | said into my cell phone. ‘I'm sorry, |
think | misheard you. You want me to play soccer
and regurgitate?

‘Mo, do you want to go to Sccorro Island in the
Revillagigedo Archipelage?’ This is pronounced reh-vee-
yah-ghee-hay-do, hence my mistake. It sounds strange.

Either way, the question didn't make sense. | did
not want to appear too dumb, but | wasn't in the
position to ask too many questions as | was driving my
truck back home after teaching a pool session.

‘Great, I'd love to go, but can | call you when | get
home?’ That will give me time to think this one through
and find out about this strange sounding place.

What | learned was this. The Revillagigedo Archi-
pelage consists of four volcanic islands; San Benedicto,
Socorro, Roca Partida, and Clarion. They appear to be in
isolation in the Pacific, about 250 miles south west of
Cabo San Lueas Baja and 400 miles west of Guadilahara.
These islands are uninhabited except for a very small
naval base on Socorro.

~ Since video footage of lacal fishermen impaling a
manta in the head with a metal pole was aired in the
U.5.A,, the area has been designated as & Marine Park
with absolutely no fishing. The park is patrolled by the
Mexican Mavy, and they are strict. Each dive boat has to
report to the Maval Station and declare its intentions as
well as to submit to a search for fishing lures, rods, and
other prohibited items. Since the Navy has been patrol-
ling the area, the dive boats have been reporting that the
large pelagics are returning in bigger numbers. Currently,
the park covers approximately 1,120 square miles.

We were diving with Captain Mike Lever and his crew
on the 116-foot long Nautilus Explorer. Although based in
Vancouver, the boat spends most of the winter months
cruising the Revillagigedo Archipelage, around La Paz, the
Sea of Cortez and later this year, the Channel Islands to
dive with the great white sharks. The boat picked us up
near La Paz in Baja California and we steamed overnight
and most of the next day to San Benedicto Island. Once
there, we moored off the beach area and after a dive
briefing from Captain Mike, we stepped off the large dive
platform and spent the best part of 90 minutes exploring
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